The World War | Home Garden

During WWI, Montanan’s benefitted from the University of Montana Agricultural Experiment
Station publications. Not surprisingly, the January 1918 Circular 75 was titled “The Home
Garden.” The 30-page pamphlet offered information on locating and planning a garden, as
well as on soil preparation, irrigation and cultivation. What amazed this 2018 gardener was
the diversity of vegetables discussed. | expected information on potatoes, cabbage and
pumpkins. However, the instrucitons on growing and eating endive, Swiss chard, and
parsley were welcome surprises. These included a recommendation for taking Parsley
plants indoors to “supply leaves” during the winter months. What a great idea!

UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA

AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION

BOZEMAN, MONTANA

JANUARY, 1918 CIRCULAR 75

The Home Garden

BY
C. C. STARRING
Assistant Horticulturist

LOCATING THE GARDEN

The city dweller often has very little to say about choosing a
location for the garden. The garden is in the back yard and the
back yard is not always planned with the welfare of a garden in
mind. There are, however, a few principles that may be profitably
set forth and profitably followed by those who have some choice
in the matter of a garden site.

Southern exposures are early and are particularly desirable for
such crops as corn, tomatoes, cucumbers, or melons, that like warm
weather. Northern exposures, especially in localities where the
season is warm, are better for root crops and other cool-season
garden vegetables. On the non-irrigated farm, northern slopes are
often better supplied with moisture and this may be a more important
factor than warmth or earliness of the soil. On these non-irrigated
farms, sites may sometimes be chosen where snow collects during
winter and where, as a result, the summer moisture supply is
greater. Such an accumulation of snow may be provided for by
windbreaks or by snow fences properly placed about the garden
tract. In exposed locations, certain slopes may be protected from
drying winds and consequently better adapted to gardening.

If there is a choice of soil, choose one that contains more or less
sand. Such soils are more easily tilled and kept in condition for
gardening. Sandy soil is good for some crops and others do well
in heavy soils, but for general garden purposes one should select
rather a happy medium. And remember that a garden well-tilled is




Parsley.—Cultural directions given for parsnips apply to this
crop. The roots grown in the garden during the summer may be
dug and planted in flower pots in the house to supply leaves through-

out the winter. Any of the common varieties are suitable for plant-
ing.

Endive.—This salad plant requires practically the same culture
as lettuce. Ten to fourteen days before using, the outer leaves may
be drawn up and tied, thus blanching the center leaves and making

them more palatable. Green Curled and White Curled are suitable
varieties,
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Swiss chard.—Those who like greens of any sort, and especially
beet greens, should try this vegetable. It is a beet, but instead oi
the root, the leaves and their stalks are used, being prepared like
greens. The stalks are sometimes prepared and served like aspara-
;;rus. Planting and cultural directions given for beets apply to this
crop, which does best under conditions favorable for growing beets.
The size to which the leaves and stalks should grow before picking
will be determined by personal preférence. If the central bud or
growing point is not injured in picking the leaves, new leaves will
continue to develop until late in the fall. A row 15 to 25 feet long
should keep an ordinary family well supplied with greens from mid-
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